
 

 

 

COUNTY OF PLACER  
Community Development Resource Agency BUILDING 

      PROPANE APPLIANCE 
NOTE:  In areas above 2,500 foot elevation the designer of the building must specify an acceptable method of compli-
ance with the California Mechanical Code § 304.  This must include the method of protecting the propane drain from 
snow accumulation such that unburned gas is permitted at all times to escape the building.  Where the propane drain is 
below the maximum anticipated snow depth (see Placer County Code, Table A-16-C), the design of the system must be 
done by a California licensed mechanical engineer. 

A LIGHTING FIXTURE SHALL BE INSTALLED NEAR THE APPLIANCE.  THE SWITCH CONTROLLING THE 
LIGHTING SHALL BE LOCATED AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE PASSAGEWAY. (CMC § 904.11.5). 

30” x 30” MINIMUM     
PASSAGE TO FRONT OF 
FURNACE.  20’ MAXIMUM 
DISTANCE FROM     
OPENING 

FLOOR JOIST 

GAS-FIRED 
FURNACE 

LIGHT SWITCH 
NEAR OPENING 

POSITIVE ELECTRICAL 
DISCONNECT (CMC §309.0) 

A 120 VOLT RECEPTACLE WITHIN 
25 FEET OF EQUIPTMENT. (CMC § 309.0) 

SLOPE WITH NO POINTS 
LOWER THAN VENT 

PERMANENT SIGN: 
PROPANE DRAIN DO NOT OBSTRUCT 

LOCATE A 24’ X 18’ SCREENED    
FOUNDATION ACCESS/PROPANE 
DRAIN (OR THE EQUIVALENT IN FOUN-
DATION VENTS)  BELOW THE FUR-
NACE AT THE LOWEST POINT OF THE 
UNDERFLOOR AREA AND BELOW ANY 
SOURCE OF SPARK OR HEAT, SUCH 
AS A LIGHT OR DISCONNECT SWITCH. 

WHERE THE 24” X 18” PROPANE DRAIN 
LEAVES A DAM AT THE STEM WALL, 
INSTALL A MINIMUM 3” DIAMETER 
DRAIN AT THE LOWEST POINT WITH A 
1/4 INCH SCREEN. 

CAUTION: 
SEE CMC § 304.6 IF LIQUEFIED PETROLEUM GAS 

SUSPENDED FURNACE 

6” MIN. 

6” MIN. 

30” MIN. WORKING 
SPACE ON CONTROL  
SIDE (§ 305.0 

GFIC 

California Mechanical Code § 304.7. Liquefied Petroleum Gas Appliances: 
Liquefied petroleum gas-burning appliances shall not be installed in a pit, basement or similar location where heavier-than-air gas 
might collect.  Appliances so fueled shall not be installed in an above-grade under-floor space or basement unless such location is 
provided with an approved means for removal of unburned gas. 

A LIGHTING FIXTURE SHALL BE INSTALLED NEAR THE APPLIANCE.  THE SWITCH CONTROLLING THE 
LIGHTING SHALL BE LOCATED AT THE ENTRANCE TO THE PASSAGEWAY. (CMC § 904.11.5). 

30” x 30” MINIMUM     
PASSAGE TO FRONT OF 
FURNACE.  20’ MAXIMUM 
DISTANCE FROM     
OPENING 

FLOOR JOIST 

GAS-FIRED 
FURNACE 

LIGHT SWITCH 
NEAR OPENING 

POSITIVE ELECTRICAL 
DISCONNECT (CMC §309.0) 

A 120 VOLT 
RECEPTACLE WITHIN 
25 FEET OF EQUIPTMENT. (CMC § 309.0) 

SLOPE WITH NO POINTS 
LOWER THAN VENT 

PERMANENT SIGN: 
PROPANE DRAIN DO NOT OBSTRUCT 

LOCATE A 24’ X 18’ SCREENED    
FOUNDATION ACCESS/PROPANE 
DRAIN (OR THE EQUIVALENT IN FOUN-
DATION VENTS)  BELOW THE FUR-
NACE AT THE LOWEST POINT OF THE 
UNDERFLOOR AREA AND BELOW ANY 
SOURCE OF SPARK OR HEAT, SUCH 
AS A LIGHT OR DISCONNECT SWITCH. 

WHERE THE 24” X 18” PROPANE DRAIN 
LEAVES A DAM AT THE STEM WALL, 
INSTALL A MINIMUM 3” DIAMETER 
DRAIN AT THE LOWEST POINT WITH A 
1/4 INCH SCREEN. 

12” MIN 

CONCRETE SLAB 3” MIN 

GFCI 

PAD MOUNTED FURNACE 


